Suggested Talking Points for Communicating with the Board of Supervisors:
· The housing crisis is real for businesses and residents alike. It disproportionately affects the elderly, disabled, and low-income workers among us.
· We urge the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to focus on our community's urgent housing needs and focus the Planning-Building Department’s limited staff on genuine health, safety, and environmental issues while limiting true harm to our neighbors and streamlining the permit process for new housing. 
· Lack of affordable housing negatively impacts our economy and our quality of life.
· Elders and other vulnerable people losing their housing due to aggressive enforcement tactics is not acceptable and violates the spirit of community that drives our local culture.
· We should preserve access to all safe housing as long as it presents no immediate health or safety hazard to the residents or neighborhood.
· We should not be losing livable dwellings in the midst of this crisis.
· In coastal Mendocino County our law enforcement agencies and health care providers cannot fill critical staff vacancies due to lack of affordable housing.
· A sustainable local economy begins with community, and this community is united to protect its elders and other vulnerable residents from homelessness and the stress and heartbreak that comes with losing one’s home and financial stability to overly aggressive code enforcement.
· Healing the housing crisis is a long-term strategy for a permanent gain in economic stability, reduced crime, and reduced costs for all residents and businesses.
· It is unethical to increase the housing shortage by driving current residents in otherwise safe homes out of their affordable housing and into the street by imposing stiff fines and permit fees with no allowance for compassion for the resident’s circumstances.
· We need a fair and compassionate route to resolving genuinely unsafe housing issues for people with low incomes.
· People who work in the local service economy often make the prevailing wage for their skillset and still fall short of comfortably affording their housing. The current policies drive those costs up even higher for owners (landlords) and renters alike.
· Housing Amnesty laws and policies already exist at the State level and in other localities. Mendocino County has failed to adopt these tried and tested policies, which could be quickly and easily adopted in alignment with existing laws.
· No allowance exists anywhere in the system for the economic hardship of a resident who is in an otherwise safe and livable dwelling.
· Many complaints arise in the system due to malicious reports from neighbors or others with nefarious motives. Complaints can be made anonymously, and residents have no way to defend themselves from complaints made in bad faith.
· Low-income folks are losing otherwise livable homes on technicalities. This is unconscionable and not how a compassionate society should act.
· A community-designed Housing Amnesty Policy will promote fairness and transparency while creating a higher level of compliance.
· By not recognizing the need to protect ALL our needed housing options, the BOS seems to ignore HOW our housing crisis negatively impacts the quality and price of health care for hospitals and clinics that must hire costly and revolving contract help. Our schools, cities and other employers cannot attract or keep needed staff including plumbers, electricians, skilled carpenters, etc. to serve our community’s most basic needs.
· Focusing on TOT (Transit Occupancy Tax) by issuing more AirBnB permits continues to remove suitable housing for all of us who live and work here.
· Using the costly permit fees, fines, penalties, escape taxes and liens generated by BOS mandated FULL code compliance program – initiated mostly by malicious complaints – to meet budget shortfalls causes incalculable individual and collective financial harm, plus loss of needed housing in our housing crisis. 
· As a community we have the opportunity to model a more compassionate and humane way to live together across all walks of life, thereby raising the quality of life in this place for all.
· These policies already exist at the state and several local or regional levels across California. Mendocino County can easily adapt these policies without having to reinvent them.  


